Rudolf Nissen (1896-1981)-perspective.
Rudolf Nissen was one of the outstanding general surgeons of the last century. Between the years 1921 and 1933, he was the pupil and protégé of the famous surgeon Ferdinand Sauerbruch. He was nominated professor of surgery in 1930. Forced by the Nazi-Regime to resign his position, Nissen emigrated in 1933 first to Turkey and then in 1939 to the USA. Here, he held positions in hospitals at New York. Having been appointed to the Chair of Surgery at the University of Basle, Switzerland, he returned to Europe in 1952. Nissen was a critical prolific writer and excellent researcher, surgeon, and teacher. The first successful pneumectomy and lung lobectomy in man, as well as the description of surgical pathophysiology and treatment of gastroesophageal reflux disease, including hiatus hernia, are considered to be his most important pioneer work.